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Continued foreclosure of recreation resources on the Nellis
AF Range affects 6 percent, of the public lands in Nevada and is
considered not to be a significant impact. The Nevada Division of
Parks has an agreement with the Air Force to allow them to '•
inventory the Nellis AF Range for recreational potential and sites
in order to complete their state wide survey.- • / < : . - , . . . • - . ' • ' • • " • . ' • • " - ' - • - • . ' .

LIVESTOCK GRAZING .

Livestock grazing rights were purchased by the Air Force in
1956. Since this time/ trespass grazing of domestic cattle has
occurred. In November, 1977 BLM inventoried the North Range and
counted 825 domestic cattle; however, they were removed in 1978.

.'•••' • ' • • ' ' ''" ' ' -
To assist in preventing trespass grazing, BLM has installed

approximately 150 miles of fence along the Northern border of the r
North Range. BLM and the Air Force consider this action is b
necessary to protect the wild horses, burros, mule deer, and
antelope on the Range. -, ! p

. \ AGRICULTURE ' ^"

Impact to potential agriculture land is considered to be [
minor. ( BLM (12) has identified Cactus Flats, Gold Flats, Kawich lij
Valley, Emigrant Valley, and the lower lake of Three Lake Valley
as having some agricultural potential. Although this potential r
exists, it is considered to be submarginal-to-marginal. Soil in ^
the questioned area is fairly saline and water availability is
low. Consequently, these areas are not listed by BLM as being r
valuable agricultural resource lands. More detailed analysis of I
these summarized conclusions is provided in reference 12. "
Additionally, the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) states they do
not feel there are any'prime or unique farmlands on the Range. As f.
funds permit, they will make an official determination. L

MINERAL RESOURCES . • > r-

An extensive literature search and a review of core drilling
data provided by the DOE has been conducted by BM and U.S.G.S. to
evaluate the mineral potential on the Nellis AF Range. - f

Little or no mineral exploration, or related, activity, has
occurred in the withdrawn area for nearly a half century; however, f
Cornwall and Norberg (15) indicates geologic evidence and records [
of past mining activity support a premise that portions of the ,
area could be a future source of selected mineral commodities to
meet national requirements. , !

Cornwall and Norberg[15] suggests that mineral resources may
be in the north end of the North Range, east of Goldfield around I
,the Cactus and Kawich Ranges, and in the Oak Springs district (No. V
17 on figure 2-9) at the north-east end of the NTS. Further
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geological, geochemical, and geophysical investigations would be
-, required to more accurately delineate the nature and extent of
I significant mineral resource occurrences. ,

The DOI and DOD are currently negotiating an interagency
] agreement on mineral survey requirements.for military withdrawn

^-» lands. As soon as the survey policy is ̂ completed, the Nellis AF
Range will be available for BLM to conduct more extensive

I investigations to.document the mineral base on the Range. If
; I these surveys show the Range contains a commodity vital to the .

national needs, the Range withdrawal may have to be modified and ̂a
mineral management plan developed amoung all interested parties.

"• WILDERNESS

J As required by the FLPMA of 1976, P.L 94-579, BLM is
•J responsible for conducting Inventories/Evaluations on public lands

under .their jurisdictions to determine roadless areas and islands
-j which may have wilderness characteristics and value. Conditions
J on the Nellis AF North Range are considered by BLM to pose a

health and safety hazard. Evaluation ;of these conditions
identified that criteria for roadless areas do not exist on the
North Range. Therefore, the Range does not meet the minimum BLM
requirements for a wilderness study area.

Although ground impact areas on the South Range are
specifically outside of the areas of the wilderness consideration,
the problem of aircraft overflight remains. Obviously, where low
overflights occur, noise will have a detrimental effect on
wilderness users and possibly on wildlife as well. As a result,
some users may suffer an adverse impact to their wilderness
experience. The proposed wilderness area on the DNWR has to be ,
managed by FWS as a "de facto" wilderness; in order; to prevent
activities which may alter the wilderness characteristics. FWS[8]

^ states the proposed wilderness will not affect the Air Force's use
of the Nellis AF Range for bombing and gunnery practice, nor will
it affect overflight of aircraft. Therefore, it is concluded that
continued military^use of the area in accordance with the MOU will
not prevent FWS from managing the area as a de facto wilderness.
This does not include that portion of the wilderness'proposal
under the area which is not a part of this proposed action.

The MOU states aircraft operations, where practical, should
be restricted to a minimum of,2,000 feet above ground level (AGL).
This does not prohibit^low level flight that are required to
perform a special training mission. Depending on the location of
a wilderness user or wildlife (specifically bighorn sheep) in
respect to the aircraft flight track, the noise level may or may
not have a detrimental effect. In some locations on the Range,
flying more often at altitudes lower than 2,000 feet AGL could
lessen noise impacts to bighorn sheep. It is well documented the
primary habitat of desert bighorn sheep is the more rugged terrain
of mountains. The graph below clearly shows the relationship^of

' \ ' ' " :' ' 3-13 . • '
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. AGRICULTURE . _

There are no farming operations on the Nellis AF Range. Due
to the soil structure and sparsity of rainfall, the Range possibly
would not yield a very productive crop if it ,were. open for agri-
cultural use unless some irrigation was done. Potential agricul- '
tural sites on the Range have been identified by BLM and' are
located at Cactus Flats, Kawich Valley, Emigrant Valley, and the
lower lake of Three Finger Lake on the South Range (Range 63)
[12]. - . ' . • : . . • ' , • • ' • • • • • . . .

Irrigation in, the area of ,the North Range would require ,
water to'.be pumped from the Ash' Meadows and Pahute Mesa ground-
water systems. These two systems discharge annually about 17,000
acre-feet and 10,,000 acre^feet respectively. The discharge
presently is transpired by plants or evaporated from soils and
playas in the Amargosa Desert. Heavy pumping of the groundwater
systems could alter the characteristics of the desert area.

• ,MINERAL RESOURCES ' . :

A Stage One Minerals Inventory has been conducted by the 'U.S.
Geological Survey and Bureau of Mines for the Nellis AF Range' arid
immediate area [15]. . The following summarizes this 'report.

Mining activity in the study area, Nellis AF Range and adja-
cent lands, began in the mid-1860's; with most of the gold-silver
deposits being located during the early 1900's. Although interest
in the area's mineralcdeposits waned shortly after their discov-
ery, activity at some sites continued sporadically through the:
1920's and 30.'s. Total mineral production in the area is not
known, but, over half the properties listed in table 2-7 are
reported to have had some output. Figures 2-9 shows the geograph-
ical location of the mining districts in, the study area.

Little or no mineral exploration or related activity has
occurred in the withdrawn area for nearly a half century because
the Range has bee^n withdrawn from operation of the mining laws.
Nonetheless, geologic evidence and records of past mining activity
support a premise that portions of the area could be a future
source of selected mineral commodities to .meet national
requirements. .

Mineral commodities found in the Nellis AF Range area are
gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, mercury, tungsten, turquoise,
sand, gravel, and.limestone. Some of the area within the Nellis
AF Range is prospectively valuable for sodium, potassium, alunite,
and potash. Approximately the eastern half of the state of Nevada
is prospectively valuable for oil and gas. Much of the North
Range and a small portion of the South Range falls within this
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TABLE 2-7

MINES ON AND ADJACENT TO NELLISAF RANGE

MINING DISTRICT

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13. ,

14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.

Antelope Springs
Arrowhead
Cactus Springs ,
Dike
Dan Dale.

Eden
Fluorine
Frenchman Mountain
Gass .Peak

Gold Crater
Golden Arrow
Go Id fie Id
Groom j

Kawich
Mellan Mountain
Mine Mountain
Oak Springs

Papoose
Silverbow •,
Stonewall
Tolicha
Trappmans
Wahmonie

Wellington
White Caps
Wilson

COMMODITY NO. OF MINES

I

I
Gold & Silver 3
Copper, Lead, & Silver 1
Gold, Silver, Turquoise 3
.Limestone & Lead 2
Mercury, Lead, Silver, 3
Copper, & Zinc
Silver, Gold 4
Fluorspar, Gold 2
Gypsum '. ' • 7
Zinc, Silver, Lead, 3
Gold, Building Stone
Lead, Gold, Silver 1
Silver, Gold . 3
Gold , , 1
Lead, Zinc, Silver, Gold, 5
Copper, Limestone,
Mercury, Gold, Manganese 6
Gold 1
Lead, Mercury, Silver 1
Tungsten, Gold, Silver, 9
Lead, Magnesite
Silver, ;Gold, Lead 1
Silver, Gold 4
Silver 1
Gold, Silver 5
Gold, Silver 1
Gold, Silver, Copper, 4
Travertine ', f

Gold, Silver, Copper 4
Lead 1
Silver, Gold , ' 2

I

r
i
i
r

•

'

SOURCE: Reference 15.

2-32

r



•k 1-.. I - L,

CO
CO

L...

Mining District
•Range boundry line
•State boundry "h'ne

NORTH RANGE
NAFR

L...

SOUTH RANGE
NAFR

MINING DISTRICTS
FIGURE 2-9

LAS VEGAS*



I
zone.^ Gypsum and; limestone are probably the most valuable
commodities produced in the vicinity of, but not in, the Nellis AF r
Range. The average annual gypsum and limestone output for the \'_
early 1960's was estimated at 1,000,000 and 500,000 tons,
respectively. Significant amounts of lead, silver, copper, and _'
zinc have been recovered from the Groom mine about 3 miles east of j
the Range. (See Mining District No. 13 on figure 2-9.) »*~

Within the study area most of the metalliferous mineral r
deposits consist of gold-silver minerals, occurring as fissure tr
fillings and replacements in shear zones. Some deposits also con-
tain lead, zinc, and copper. Several occurrences of tungsten and r-
molybdenite have been'found in one district. I

Areas having the highest geologic potential for mineral
resources include the north end of the North Range, east of F
Goldfield, which may contain significant gold-silver deposits. «™
The Oak Spring district (No. 17 on figure 2-9), at the north end of
Yucca Flat has potential for new discoveries for tungsten- '** F
molybedenum and lead-silver deposits. Also, inasmuch as uranium [,,.
mineral a few miles west of the Nellis AF Range and elsewhere in
the Great Basin typically are found in Tertiary volcanic rocks and r
tuffaceous sedimentary rocks of silicic composition, particularly , L_
in the vicinity ,df volcanic centers, it appears that a fairly . "
large area of ground having a potential for uranium resources could
exist in the western part of the Range. Finally, some areas, F
mainly within mountain ranges, are covered by Tertiary volcanic *r-
rocks less than 1,000 feet thick, and areas up to several miles
wide, peripheral ,to the ranges are covered by alluvial material , , r~
less than 1 ,000 feet thick. The bedrock beneath this relatively L,
thin cover in places, as around the north end of Yucca Flat> may
have a potential for mineral resources. • ' ' . _

The USG.S and BM recommend that an onsite mineral resource "*~
study of thfe Nellis Range should be conducted to determine areas
having potential for mineral resources. Further geological, geo- F
chemical, and geophysical investigations would be required to con- L
firm the significance of these potential resource area.

WILDERNESS ' - .

On June 13, 1974, FWS proposed 1,332,900 acres of the DNWR be I
designated as a unit of the National Wilderness Preservation *»
System. The Air Force ground-use areas, approximately 16% of the
DNWR are not included in the wilderness proposal [8]:' Air space [^
utilization by the Air Force in.Nellis Range activities includes ^
all of the proposed Wilderness area. Figure 1-9 shows the bound-
aries of the Nellis AF Range, DNWR, and the proposed wilderness , p-
area. • : ' L
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